


Homily for the Feast of Christmas

It happened in a place called Port Clinton which is found along Lake Erie.  It was the home of a 13-year-old named Devin Kholman.   In the summer of 2012 Devin was diagnosed with brian cancer.  While undergoing intensive treatment Devin told his family that he wanted to celebrate one more Christmas.  The doctors told the family that he didn’t have that long to live.  So with careful planning they brought him home for an early Christmas.

The town rallied behind Devin.  They put up a large Christmas tree outside his window.  They piled tons of shaved ice into drifting snow near his window and decorated the town park with colorful strings of lights, reindeer cutouts and a red “Merry Christmas, Devin” sign.  They even sang carols outside his window.  While Devin couldn’t go outside, he could see from a window how the community was helping his last wish come true.  Cards and gifts flooded the house and greetings came from as far away as France, Australia and Russia.  Seems like the story of Devin had been heard by people all over the world.

Devin died some two weeks after he returned home.  When he died his mother said: “He had the gift of being able to see how much everyone loved him.”

It’s difficult to read this true life story without thinking that in some way it summarizes everything about Christmas.  Only it isn’t a child who experiences the love of a town, it is all of us who experience the love of a child in the birth of Jesus Christ.  Our faith rests on the sure and certain belief that the Son of God was born to show us how much God loves and cares for each one of us.  This is what Christmas is all about.
It is about rejoicing.  Rejoicing not in decorations or music.  But rejoicing in the presence of God who stands beside us whether this is a time of joy or of sorrow. God is one with us when our hearts are aching just as God is one with us when we are filled with joy.  Tonight (Today) the arms of God are wrapped around us to let us know that we are never alone.  No matter where we are or how we feel on this most wonderful night (day), God is right next to us.  And touched by that love, we stand next to each other in love, in care, in joy and in concern.  It is in this love of God made real that we discover the gift of peace…peace in our lives, peace in our families and peace in our world.

May God bless every one of us this night (day).  May we never tire of celebrating this feast.  May we learn to be Christmas for others as Christ became Christmas for us. 
